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Bragged to N.Y. cops 
of murder, torture and 
global skulduggery /; 


By JOSEPH R. DAUGHEN and FRANCIS X. GEARY 

Of The Bulletin Staff 


man 



Frank Terpil, ex-CIA agent turned international out- 
law, was at his outrageous bestxluring the 1979 Christmas 
season as he told hair-raising “war” stories to two Latin- 
American, revolutionaries holed up in the New York Hil- 
ton Hotel. - 

What Terpil didn’t- know was that the “revolution- 
aries” were undercover New Y.ork City policemen and 
Room 2327 was wired. Besides- capturing on tape t TerpiL’s 
bizarre tales of murder and torture, the police had re- 
corded his acceptance of a $56,000 down payment in a. 
deal which would bring him $2 million for illegally de- 
livering 10,000 machine guns to the revolutionaries. 

When the undercover cops’ colleagues busted into the 
room on Dec. 22, Terpil pulled out a silencer-equipped 
Browning revolver, but quickly surrendered it. 

•- ' Terpil, 41, spent the holidays in a New York jail. He 
was still there on Jan. 4*. 1980. when Philadelphia police 
arrested Bradley F. Bryant, 37, and two others at Inter- 
national Airport. A search of Bryant’s suite at the Shera- 
ton Airport Inn turned up a small arsenal of semi-auto^ 
matic weapons and a silencer. 

On Jan. 10, Terpil posted $100,000 bail and walked out 
of jail. He and his partner, another- former CIA agent 
named Edwin P. Wilson, 52, are how fugitives hiding out 
in the Middle East. - , , ‘ 

Bryant, meanwhile, is sit ting, in an Elgin, L1L„ prison 
awaiting trial on charges of selling $250,0*30 worth of mar- 
ijuana to undercover police last May. He was convicted 
in federal court in Philadelphia of possession of a silenc- 
er, and sentenced to two years in jail. And he faces 
charges of conducting a gigantic fraud irtSavannah, Ga_ 

In additions Bryant was indicred last March for al- 
legedly stealing. sensitive military equipment from, the 
super-secret China -Lake, Calif., Naval Weapons Center 
during 1978 and 1979. Justice Department, sources said 
that the indictment . resulted * from an investigation 
triggered by a Bulletin series about Bryant and his ir*. 
volvement in China Lake: '• 

The series quoted associates of Bryant as saying they 
believed their removal of equipment from China Lake, 
was part of a CIA-sponsored scheme to acquire a-Sovied] 
radar system installetfin Libya. The stolen equipment, 
they said, was to be traded for the radar system.; ■ 

: In all, Bryant could be hit, with prison sentences long 
enough* to* keep him behind: bars until he is very, very 
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^ f £ WI persuade Br yant to tell what he knows 
bout his own operations, about security breakdowns at 
China Lake and about the Wiison-Terpil partnership v 
Even before Bryant’s China Lake indictment federal 
mvesugators launched an inquiry to determine VwS 
and Terpil used their CIA connections to penetrate the 

two rhb^°T° 8 v t0 se , t0 Llbya - They have found at least 
two China Lake employes who took leaves of absence to 

work for Wilson and Terpil in Libya. 

_ If there is a connection between Bryant and Wilson- 

China ’Lake eStl8at0rS Said ’ ‘ S probabl Y t0 be found at 

So far, Bryant has remained silent.. '' ,T, 

B c a£ federal Investigators working out of Philadelphia 
Washington, Denver and Fresno, Calif., have mined* 
enough information about Wilson and Terpil to paint^ 
picture of the renegade CIA agents being involved in gun- 
running, aiding and abetting terrorism, selling American 

WAT"*-? - CSSL 

AVilson and Terpil were federally indicted on April 23, 
1980, for illegally shipping explosives to Libya from Po- 
mona, Calif., and for conspiring to murder a critic of 

Libya s dictator. Col. Moammar Khadafy. 

" I*] addlti °n. Terpil was convicted in absentia in New 
York state court last May 15 for the attempted sale of 
m.a^hmeguns. He was sentenced to 53 years in prison by 
Justice Thomas Gatligan, who characterized men' like' 
Terpil this way: ' 

“They have no allegiance to any flag. They prosper in 

a world at war. Wherever terrorism and torture are thev 
are.” - * J 


- Terrorism respects no international boundaries, but in 
i t00l{ root in the oil-rich and weapons-hungry 

I Mlddle East. And tharis where Wilson and Terpil sold 
i their peculiar talents. 

Information obtained from interviews with investiga- 
tors, a review of public and still-classifiedr documents 
and published reports provides this account-of the Will 
; sori-Terpil operations: ■ ... . .. 

• _ Wilson became a CIA contract agent — as opposed to a 
career officer — in 1955. As an agent, Wilson developed 
friendships with high-level CIA officers. In the late 1960s' 
he formed Consultants International Inc., a CIA-front ot> 
eratmg as an export-import company. . > 

, Consultants International was designed as an ini 
telligence-gathering tool, Wilson actually conducted busi- 
ness through it. selling electronics gear on the world 
market and making a profit while tending tp CIA busi- 
ness. Some CIA personnel moonlighted for Consultants. 

Wilson ended his CIA association in 197L and spent the 
next year working for Naval Intelligence, although he led 
friends to believe he was still active in the agency Some 
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